
CABLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Tuesday, November 13, 2018--5 PM--Richmond Town Hall 

 
 
Present: Sean Wilson, Ed Fechner, David Wyatt, Tom Grizey, Neal Pilson 
 
Absent: Monica Zanin 
 
 
The third meeting of the CAC was called to order by member and Select Chair Neal 
Pilson at 5:00 PM. Neal, acting as temporary Chair of the Committee, referred to the 
draft minutes of the Committee’s August 1st meeting, which had been circulated by 
email, and asked if there were any additions, deletions or amendments.  There being no 
changes, a motion to accept the minutes as written was made, seconded and approved. 
 
Neal then introduced Mark Pruhensky, Richmond Town Manager, and Paul Lisi, 
Richmond Town Treasurer, who were present as guests to answer questions from the 
Committee about the town’s experience with Spectrum under the current contract.  Mark 
commented that the town had no regular communication with Spectrum but that his 
primary contact was through Spectrum’s government relations group.  Paul confirmed 
that in fiscal years 2017 and 2018, Spectrum had paid the town $12,519.96 and 
$13,126.73, respectively, in cable fees but that he had never received any further 
explanation or supporting calculations to confirm how the fees were calculated.   
Mark suggested that his contact at Spectrum, Anna Lucey, might be willing to meet with 
the Committee and it was agreed to invite her to a future session.  Mark also agreed to 
request (again) a draft renewal agreement as well as an accounting of the fees 
Spectrum had paid to the town under the current agreement. 
  
Next, Neal opened a discussion about potential improvements the Committee might ask 
for during the renegotiation process and the following ideas were discussed – 
 

• Public Programming of town meetings and government events via Community 
Television of Southern Berkshires (CTSB) or the Pittsfield Community TV station.  
The Committee agreed to invite Sean Serre and/or Dave Frachette, of CTSB, to 
a future meeting. 

• Phone Bundling Pricing through offering Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
where subscribers would prefer this option to having local phone service through 
Richmond telephone Company’s 693 exchange.  Technical and regulatory issues 
need to be addressed to confirm that this service can be offered in the town but, 
if possible, it could provide savings to Richmond subscribers. 

• Richmond Consolidated School video programming grant.  Several other towns 
have included such grants to create and equip video programming facilities in 
their schools for the benefit of students and the communities. 

 



Neal then referred to a letter from State representative “Smitty” Pignatelli to the Town of 
Richmond and other communities encouraging the towns to join together to address 
common concerns between themselves and Spectrum.  In the letter, which had been 
circulated to the Committee before the meeting, Rep. Pignatelli referenced the Five 
Town Cable Advisory Committee (covering Great Barrington, Lee, Lenox, Sheffield and 
Stockbridge) as well as Egremont, Richmond and West Stockbridge.   After discussion, 
it was agreed that Neal would contact the Five Town Committee and ask to attend their 
next meeting as a guest to learn more. 
 
Neal then asked if there were any nominations for permanent Chair of the Committee.  
Ed Fechner offered to serve but suggested a co-chair since he is generally not in town 
on week days.  Neal agreed to consider serving as co-chair but asked to confer with the 
town officers about potential conflicts before confirming. 
 
Lastly, Neal introduced Jeff Diamond, a town resident with 35 years’ experience in 
television.  After discussion, Jeff expressed an interest in joining the Committee and the 
Committee unanimously accepted, subject to approval and vote by the Richmond Town 
Board.  Welcome aboard, Jeff! 

The Committee agreed to wait to schedule its next meeting until hearing from Anna 
Lucey at Spectrum.  Neal will follow up with Mark about her availability and advise. 

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved and the meeting ended at 
6:10pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Sean Wilson, Secretary 
 


